
 



NEW MODELTOYS: WHO WE ARE 

 

 

 
New Modeltoys is a small artisanal reality based in Turin, born in 2015 

mainly as a hobby. Its founder, Roberto Verardi, moved from Bologna at 

the end of 2012, but he retained his great passion. By participating in 

modeling events and craft markets, he came into contact with numerous 

collectors in the field, establishing friendships with some of them. In 2019, 

after becoming a part of OPI (Operators of Own Ingenuity), due to the 

pandemic and the lack of employment opportunities, he dedicated himself 

full-time to managing his artisanal business, satisfying numerous dozens of 

customers. 

 

 

 

 



List of collections: 

 

Vintage Models            

Platinum                       

Limited Collection        

Historical Characters   

Gold                                

Gold Diorama               
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This is a special collection, as it encompasses countless requests from our 

collectors. It ranges from painting subjects they propose, even if not 

produced by us, to creating dioramas, and even sculpting historical, 

current, and sports figures. In some cases, we even create portraits of the 

clients themselves, making them all unique pieces. Below is their 

compilation. 
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Another special collection. It features historical subjects placed on a base 

accompanied by a brass plate with an engraved photo. Its uniqueness lies in 

being a limited edition, with a maximum of 10 pieces and non-reproducible. 
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Next comes a distinctive collection. It consists of 54mm portraits of 

historical subjects placed on a base accompanied by a brass plate with an 

engraved photo. 
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This collection gathers 54mm sculptures: unique pieces and therefore non-

reproducible. 
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Born as a consequence of the previous collection, this consists of 54mm 

sculptures set during unique and unrepeatable events. These are also 

unique pieces with a base and an engraved brass plate with a photo. 
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THE SCULPTOR: 

 

Roberto Verardi was born in Rome to Bolognese parents. He lived in 

Bologna until 2012, where he developed a passion for toy soldiers from his 

adolescence, thanks to a Christmas gift: the 1:35 scale German flak 88 

from Tamiya, a beautiful box that even offered the possibility of creating a 

stunning diorama. 

In the following years, after becoming an almost compulsive customer of 

Tamiya, and especially Italeri products, his desire to create literally 

exploded. He was always skilled in artistic subjects at school, but he 

couldn't pursue any formal diplomas in that field due to his parents' 

opposition.At the age of sixteen, he started showing an interest in 

modeling human figures, and in 1980, he became a pioneer in the 

resin1:35 scale toy soldier. A few years later, Verlinden built the firstbases 

based on this idea, ultimately becoming the number one in this category. 

Looking around, he realized that the highest demand was for the 54mm 

scale, or 1:32 in metal alloy (commonly referred to as the classic lead 

soldier). The variety here was evident, ranging from unassembled and 

unpainted kits to various qualities of finished and sculpted pieces.  



Some were already assembled and painted, but they were rather 

unattractive (the famous Toys of the '900), which he didn't really 

appreciate. 

A few months later, he met some executives from Italeri and showed them 

some of his resin works in the 54mm scale. As a result, they commissioned 

him to work on some projects in the 1:72 scale in plastic. 

As the saying goes, "If Muhammad won't come to the mountain..., It is the 

mountain that goes to Muhammad." and that's where it all started. The 

demand for the 54mm category was strong, particularly in metal alloy and 

as kits. This led him to envision a new product in 54mm with a higher 

level of modeling compared to the old toys, with more intricate assembly 

and painting. 

In the mid-'90s, he joined an artistic circle in Calderara di Reno, where he 

met some of the best artists from Bologna and collaborated closely with 

students of the great master Cleto Tomba, a genius of terracotta figurines. 

After going through a divorce and working without much enthusiasm, at 

the end of '98, he decided to change his life, finally taking control of his 

destiny! The following year, Vu. Erre Models was born.The next almost 

five years were filled with success and intense work, collaborating with 

other producers in the static modeling sector, ranging from scale model 

cars to toy soldiers of various sizes. Productions for Italeri, Brumm, Bum, 

Di.bu, Doc Models, Saimex, RCS, etc... 

Not to mention collaborations in the high fashion industry: Valentino, 

Missoni, Dolce & Gabbana, Versace, Armani, Ferragamo, Gucci, etc... 

Also collaborations in the art field: Bertozzi & Casoni, Maurizio Cattelan, 

etc... 

Five wonderful years with the birth of a child, but then the crisis of 2004 

struck, like a bolt from the blue. Many small and medium-sized 

enterprises, including his, were forced under the hegemony of the banks 

and had to deal with the demand for forced loan repayments and more. 

It was the end of a dream. 



During the same period, his dismay was fueled by serious family problems 

that followed the work-related issues. That's why he had to abandon his 

wonderful activity to resolve the major challenges he faced. 

He continued to study and work as a hobbyist, never giving up the idea of 

returning to the market one day with new proposals. 

In 2012, after losing his last job due to the earthquake in Emilia, he moved 

to Turin, consolidating a new love situation. 

The general economic crisis didn't help, and not finding a decent job, he 

thought of reviving his long-desired business. It wasn't easy, but in 2015, 

he created NEW MODELTOYS, facing an ocean of difficulties. However, 

he didn't abandon the ship and is still here.The pandemic and now the war 

haven't helped this existing crisis, but he is sure that we will come back 

stronger and more alive than ever with our marvelous Made in Italy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


